An outbreak of human Semliki Forest virus infections in Central African Republic.
Semliki Forest (SF) virus was responsible for an outbreak of febrile illnesses in Bangui, Central African Republic (CAR), during October-December 1987. The virus was isolated at first from mosquitoes, mainly Aedes africanus, collected August-October in a gallery forest 100 km from Bangui. During October-December, 22 isolations of SF virus were made from serum samples collected from patients in Bangui presenting with fever, severe persistent headache, myalgia, arthralgia, and a convalescence marked by asthenia. During the same period, 8 SF virus isolates were obtained from mosquitoes collected in Bangui, mainly from Ae. aegypti. Europeans, particularly soldiers who had recently arrived from France, were affected. Antibodies to alphaviruses had been previously detected in a high proportion of resident human populations in CAR. We conclude that SF virus is a human pathogen.